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BIODIVERSITY 

NS/19 – Existing biodiversity features  

Requires developers to undertake appropriate ecological surveys to establish the presence of protected and characteristic species on 

the site so that appropriate protective and mitigating measures can be undertaken, and so that there is a clear understanding of the 

biodiversity on site in order that its needs can be integrated into the master plan and construction schedules for developing the site.  

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives 

[abridged in some cases] 

Assessment Comments / Proposed Mitigation 

Short  Med. Long 

1.1 Minimise irreversible loss of undeveloped land and 

productive agricultural holdings 

    

1.2 Reduce the use of non-renewable resources 

including energy 

    

1.3 Limit water consumption to sustainable levels     

2.1 Avoid damage to designated sites and protected 

species 

   Clearly identified as a priority however the policy needs to ensure 

survey occurs early enough that any protected species can be 

identified and appropriate mitigation measures can be prepared 

and approved by English Nature and other bodies so that the 

outcome is incorporated into the site master plan. 

2.2 Maintain / enhance range and viability of 

characteristic habitats and species 

   Very clearly the objective of this policy, with priority given to 

retaining all appropriate and valuable biodiversity features in 

order to minimise disruption to local wildlife. 

2.3 Improve opportunities for people to access the 

countryside and wild places 

   Intrinsically supportive. 

3.1 Avoid damage to designated historic sites and their 

settings 
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3.2 Maintain diversity and distinctiveness of landscape 

and townscape 

   Supportive because policy requires existing features including 

vegetation, ponds, etc. to be retained. 

3.3. Create places and spaces that look good and work 

well 

   As above. 

4.1 Reduce emission of greenhouse gases and other 

pollutants 

    

4.2 Minimise waste production and support recycling     

4.3 Limit or reduce vulnerability to flooding and other 

climate change impacts 

    

5.1 Maintain and enhance human health     

5.2 Reduce and prevent crime and the fear of crime     

5.3 Improve the quantity and quality of publicly 

accessible open space 

    

6.1 Improve the quality, range and accessibility of 

services and facilities 

    

6.2 Redress inequalities in age, gender, race, location, 

faith, disability, etc. 

    

6.3 Ensure all groups have access to decent, 

appropriate and affordable housing 

    

6.4 Encourage and enable active involvement of local 

people in the community 

    

7.1 Help people gain access to satisfying work 

appropriate to skills, potential and location 

    

7.2 Support appropriate investment in people, places, 

communications and infrastructure 
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7.3. Improve the efficiency, competitiveness, vitality and 

adaptability of the local economy 

    

Summary of assessment: Sustainable in that it establishes a clear priority for retaining existing biodiversity assets (habitats, species 

and individual features) and ensuring their importance and scope are established early in site development and monitored 

continually. 

Summary of mitigation proposals: The policy should make it clear that initial site survey must occur as early as possible. The policy 

recognises the possibility there may be protected species on the site. If this is the case it will be necessary for the developer to 

prepare appropriate mitigation and/or protective measures for these species and their supporting habitat, and to ensure English 

Nature and other bodies are satisfied with these proposals. This must occur sufficiently early that these measures can be built into 

the master plan and construction schedule so that any mitigation measures are integrated into both at the outset. 

Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects: In the event that protected species and habitats are identified, it will be necessary to 

consult with local biodiversity experts to determine the importance and uniqueness of the assets at Northstowe. Statutory 

conservation bodies are likely to oppose even mitigation measures if this results in disturbance or loss of habitat that is locally rare. 
 

NS/20 – New biodiversity features  

Proposes a design incorporating country parks at the northern and southern ends of the settlement, and reiterates the biodiversity 

role of the water park on the eastern edge, and the green corridors. 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives 

[abridged in some cases] 

Assessment Comments / Proposed Mitigation 

Short  Med. Long 

1.1 Minimise irreversible loss of undeveloped land and 

productive agricultural holdings 

    

1.2 Reduce the use of non-renewable resources 

including energy 

    

1.3 Limit water consumption to sustainable levels     

2.1 Avoid damage to designated sites and protected 

species 

   Implicitly supportive, although NS/19 addresses this issue more 

directly. 
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2.2 Maintain / enhance range and viability of 

characteristic habitats and species 

   All three principal developments mentioned under this policy will 

incorporate components of locally typical habitats (eg. wetlands 

in the water park; fenland vegetation in the northern country park) 

into the settlement. edges and green corridors. 

2.3 Improve opportunities for people to access the 

countryside and wild places 

   Clearly one of the principal objectives of the country parks. 

3.1 Avoid damage to designated historic sites and their 

settings 

    

3.2 Maintain diversity and distinctiveness of landscape 

and townscape 

   All three principal park features contribute by providing natural 

features that are nevertheless in keeping with local landscape. 

3.3. Create places and spaces that look good and work 

well 

   As above. 

4.1 Reduce emission of greenhouse gases and other 

pollutants 

    

4.2 Minimise waste production and support recycling     

4.3 Limit or reduce vulnerability to flooding and other 

climate change impacts 

   Water feature contributes to flood risk alleviation. 

5.1 Maintain and enhance human health    All features contribute to ‘leisure infrastructure’ to encourage 

recreation and exercise. 

5.2 Reduce and prevent crime and the fear of crime     

5.3 Improve the quantity and quality of publicly 

accessible open space 

   Clearly supportive notwithstanding the biodiversity value of the 

features. 

6.1 Improve the quality, range and accessibility of 

services and facilities 

   Ready access to leisure facilities. 

6.2 Redress inequalities in age, gender, race, location,    Intrinsically open and accessible to all. 
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faith, disability, etc. 

6.3 Ensure all groups have access to decent, 

appropriate and affordable housing 

    

6.4 Encourage and enable active involvement of local 

people in the community 

    

7.1 Help people gain access to satisfying work 

appropriate to skills, potential and location 

    

7.2 Support appropriate investment in people, places, 

communications and infrastructure 

    

7.3. Improve the efficiency, competitiveness, vitality and 

adaptability of the local economy 

    

Summary of assessment: A further sustainable policy adding to the stock of ‘infrastructure’ which is valuable both to encourage 

recreation and healthier lifestyles and to provide biodiversity features that benefit local wildlife and which are consistent with other 

features in the surrounding area. 

Summary of mitigation proposals: None. 

Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects:  None identified. 

 


